CHAPTER VII

ENGLISH LIBERTY IN AMERICA

THE straits of Dover, which one may some-
times see across, have sufficed so to isolate
England that it has never moved quite in
step with the rest of Europe in politics,
morals, or art. No wonder that the Atlantic
Ocean, although it has favoured a mixed
emigration and cheap intercourse, should
have cut oft America so effectually that all
the people there, even those of Latin origin,
have become curiously different from any
kind of European. In vain are they reputed
to have the same religions or to speak the
same languages as their cousins in the old
world; everything has changed its accent,
spirit, and value. Flora and fauna have
been intoxicated by that untouched soil and
fresh tonic air, and by those vast spaces; in
spite of their hereditary differences of species
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